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Context: The OECD project “The Future of the Ocean Economy: Exploring the prospects for 

emerging ocean industries to 2030” aims to conduct a global forward-looking assessment of the 

ocean economy to 2030, with special emphasis on the development potential of emerging ocean-

based activities.  

 

Aim of the Workshop: The objective of this workshop is to explore different future scenarios and 

their likely impact on the development of the Ocean Economy. 

Particular attention should be devoted to significant geopolitical, economic, demographic , technical, 

resource-based and environmental key drivers and the risks and uncertainties they imply.  

A business-as-usual scenario and two contrasting alternative scenarios up to 2050 will be explored.  

 

Among the questions to be addressed: 

 

 Which key drivers are shaping and influencing the backdrop of the ocean economy? 

 What could possible projections of these key drivers look like?  

 What could be likely effects on the ocean economy in a business-as-usual scenario? 

 What could be alternative plausible future scenarios differing from the business-as-usual 

scenario? 

 What kind of known and unknown risks and uncertainties are thinkable? 

http://www.oecd.org/


 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 

 

 
10.00 

 

Welcome session and opening remarks by Barrie Stevens, OECD 

 

Introduction to the Future of the Ocean Economy Project 

Purpose of the workshop 

Brief round table introductions by participants 

 

10.15 Scenario techniques and proposed methodological approach  

 
10.45 Session 1: Business-as-usual Scenario 

 

Outline of the Business-as-usual Scenario 2030/50 

 
11.15 Discussion of the impacts for the Ocean Economy 

12.00 Working lunch 

13.00 Session 2: Contrasting alternative scenarios and their possible impacts 

 

 Choosing the key drivers for the setting of two future global scenarios  

in breakout groups 

 

13.30 Developing two alternative scenarios in breakout groups 

 
14.30 Coffee break 

 

15.00 Assessing the implications for selected ocean-based industries 

 
16.00 Presentation of Scenario A in plenum, incl. roundtable discussion 

16.30 Presentation of Scenario B in plenum, incl. roundtable discussion 

17.00 Wrap up and final conclusions   

 

 


